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CHRISTOPHER R. STRIDE
APPOINTED CIRCUIT JUDGE

Late Monday Afternoon Chief Judge Jorge L. Ortiz received word from Springfield
that Associate Judge Christopher Stride had been appointed Circuit Judge in the
Nineteenth Judicial Circuit by the lllinois Supreme Court. “Judge Stride, with over
ten years of judicial experience, is an outstanding choice as Circuit Judge. His keen
intellect, even temperament and industriousness will continue to serve him and the

people of Lake County well,” said Chief Judge Ortiz.

Stride will fill the position now held by the Honorable John T. Phillips who will retire
from his post as Circuit Judge effective January 25, 2016. The Supreme Court
appointment is effective January 26, 2016 until December 3, 2018. To maintain his
position as Circuit Judge after December 3, 2018, Stride will have to be nominated

in the March 2018 primary and elected in the November 2018 general election.

Appointed as an Associate Judge August 22, 2005, Judge Stride has served in the
traffic/misdemeanor division, heard felony cases and is currently presiding over
Lake County’s Specialty Mental Health, Drug, and Veteran’s Treatment and

Assistance Courts.

Judge Stride is a former prosecutor with the Lake County State’s Attorney’s Office.

In between two stints in the State’s Attorney’s Office, he was in private practice



where he served as the Chief Municipal Prosecutor for the Villages of Wauconda,

Green Oaks, Round Lake Heights and the City of Park City.

Judge Stride graduated from Valparaiso University with a Bachelor of Arts degree in

Political Science in May 1986 and from Valparaiso University School of Law in
1991.

Stride is a member of the lllinois Judges Association and the Lake County Bar
Association. He and his wife Julie have three children. He is a life-long resident of
Lake County.



